Southern Alberta Women's Hockey Association

Southern Alberta Women’s Hockey Association Meeting
Virtual meeting
Feb 8, 2024, 7:00 pm

Board of Directors present: Dani Chicoine (President), Rachael Beaulieu (Vice President),
Jana-Marie Rye (Finance), Cam Maus (Officiating), Lindsey Friedt (Registrar), Mandy Runcie
(Discipline), Meghan Draper (Communications), Kelly Matthews (Scheduler), Jamie Guislain
(Development), Maea Crowchild (Diversity & Inclusion)

1. Call to Order
e The meeting was called to order by President Dani Chicoine at 7:04 PM

2. Roll Call of Teams
e 48/50 teams in attendance.
o Teams excused to play games: Hurricanes, Canadian, Wild, Charms
o Joined late: Yotlers, Treaty 7 (7:13 joined)

3. Determination of a Quorum
e Meeting quorum achieved, 48 teams in attendance

4.  Approval of last league meeting minutes - November 2023
e Motion: Megan Komenac - Msconduct
e Second: Heather Eeles - Ice Maidens
e Carried

5.  Approval of Agenda
5.1.  Additions/Deletions
e None
5.2.  Approval of the agenda
e Motion: Karla Mclnnis - Phantoms
e Second: Alex Moffatt- Flying V’s
e Carried

6. Directors Reports
6.1. President Report
6.2. SAWHA welcomes all individuals to participate in our sport in accordance with
their gender identity. If you feel like you belong in a women'’s league, you are
welcome to play here.
e Positions up for re-election at 2024 AGM
o Vice President
o Director of Officiating
o Director of Development



m Rachel, Cam, and Jamie have indicated they will let their
names stand for re-election

m Any player in SAWHA is still welcome to run for these
positions!

VP Report

e Insurance Forms
o People used insurance this year!
o Thanks for building awareness within your teams.

e Spare List
o 26 people on it this year, covering all tiers and positions.
o We wanted to make it easier to be a team manager while also
providing a solution for folks without a team.

e More Teams Please

o Huge demand for spots in tier 3, 4 and 7.

o If you're thinking of splitting your team, have friends who want to
move from another league, have extra time to help mentor and get
one off the ground, etc.we’re happy to support however we can.

o Q: Do we have enough ice? A: YES

e Open to helping create a new team within tier 3 or 4, at capacity within
those tiers and players playing down or on sub lists

SAWHA Conduct Expectations

Seasonal reminder that the addition of a helmet and jersey does not change the
minimum standards of being a decent human being.

It is unacceptable to comment on the race, sexuality, or physical appearance of
another player.

Similarly, it is also unacceptable to threaten physical damage to their personal
property or suggest that you’ll be waiting to fight them outside.

Over the years the board has heard feedback regarding player safety and reffing.
We responded by taking on the hiring, training, scheduling, and paying of the refs
ourselves.

We need team leadership to step up and hold the people on their rosters
accountable for their behaviour. SAWHA doesn’t have rough *teams.* We have
rough players on teams, and that’'s where we’ll be focusing going forward.

e Code of conduct summarizing, reiterating no tolerance to slurs, threats,
etc to refs or opposing teams

e Feed back around refs and league organizing and recruiting our refs to an
internal ref coordination. Going through PIM data on complaints re refs,
no rough teams. Looking at conversations with players on rosters over
refs

e Example data: 186 players in Tier 3, ~42% penalty minutes from a small
handful of players. Please communicate with spiky players on your team.

e Chaos with the Feb sportsmanship ward in Tier 2. 28 pims this season so
far, tier 2 average is 78 minutes



6.4.

6.5.

6.6.

6.7.

Finance
e Equalization will be calculated out after number of games played is
finalised, once playoff runs are done
e Each team should be able to play up to 5 playoff games, anything more
may require a cash call.

Scheduling

The playoff bracket is complete and will be posted on the website shortly. Begin
March 1 end March 16

Reminder that the dates and times will change depending on where teams
actually finish in the standings, The brackets are a guideline only.

Tier 1 and 2 finals will be on Saturday March 16 at 6pm and 7:30pm at Westside.
Come out and cheer on the teams!

Possibly looking at extending playoffs to the third weekend in March so that
games can be more spread out next season. Vote on this at the AGM.

Discipline
Playoff Procedures:
Home Team prints and brings game sheet.
Time Keepers will be provided for all games.
Time Keepers will enter stats on the website.
Time Keepers will notify Director of Discipline of any penalties requiring
disciplinary review.
Fine Totals:

e Forfeited games - 2 Teams

e Unregistered Player- 1 Team
Suspension totals:

e 1 game - 2 player

e 2 games - 1 player

e 3 games - 2 players
3 penalties in 1 game

e Warnings - 9 players

Sharon (Honeys) Reminder in chat: Reminder from the scorekeepers: Please
cross off players that are not present at the game and also sign your gamesheet
when you fill it out.

Diversity

Had 2 official Diversity and Inclusion complaints so far this hockey season
Zero tolerance for violations to the Diversity and Inclusion policy
All complaints can be forwarded to me to be actioned
To file an official complaint:
o Go to the SAWHA home page
o League Info - Drop down
o Inclusion policy
o Complaint form

2 official complaints submitted, 3 other complaints in Jan and Feb
e Where to file complaints: sawha website, reached out within the week.
Will find form and policy in same spot. After official complaint, respective



board members based on the complaint will review and if no specific
players, will work with managers

6.8. Development
e 5 sessions so far
m Next and last Feb 13th @ Great Plains
e 20-25 Dev Session passes purchased this season. Average around 15
participants, 2-4 goalies

6.9. Refs
e Outlined Playoff Rules
e Have 3 new SAWHA players as refs this year, 10 total registered players

PLAYOFF RULES

° Playoff Games: 10 min left in the ice slot, clock drops to 2 min
(Regular Season: 5 min left in the ice slot, clock drops to 2 min)

e |f the game is tied or becomes tied with only 5 min remaining in the ice slot permit, game
immediately goes to a shootout

e Team rep marks S1, S2 and S3 on the game sheet prior to the game

e  Any player who is in the penalty box at the end of the 3rd period (serving a minor), they
cannot shoot as one of the first three shooters

e  Visiting team shoots first
e No player can shoot twice until everyone shoots
° If a team refuses to do the shootout, they lose

e Tier 7: If a player scored 3 goals during regulation time, they can still participate in the
shootout.

Q - Rivulettes: If shooter #1 is in the penalty box what do you do? A - Need to select new
shooter #1, 2 and 3 remain the same

Q - Amber (Okotoks): Will rules be posted in minutes for review? A - Yes and playoff rule
document on the website and time keepers will have a copy

Q - Sharon (Honeys): We have noticed some confusion and inconsistency in relation to how refs
are addressing players in the crease. Any chance the league could send out a reminder to refs
about this? A - (Mandy) - Will remind refs. Player can be in crease as long as they are not
interfering with goalie.

Q - Heather (Jets): Can you call time out if clock has been dropped: A - (Mandy) - Has to be 2
minutes left in the permitted time on the clock to do so

Q - Alex Moffatt (Flying Vs): Is there a way to embrace the ‘jailbreak’ rule that's in the PWHL?
How would we go about including that in the future? A - (Mandy) - send email and she can
direct how to put in a request for proposal of new rules



6.10. Registrar
e Roster revisions - email registrar.sawha@gmail.com
e You can update your player numbers on your own by logging into the
SAWHA website
e Registration deadline to add players is February 15th (2 weeks before
playoffs)
e No min number of games to qualify for playoffs
Reminder - insurance has been paid through the league so you won'’t
receive an invoice from Canlan
Total player count is 1,177 and 26 subs
Possibly 2nd largest women's league next to minnesota
Subbing - max 15 games for players - max 20 games for goalies
Make sure you write sub besides the subbing players on your game
sheets
Sub game totals is inclusive to playoff games as well.
e Sub players can only sub up to 1 team in playoffs

Q - Heather (Ice Maidens): What if we see that during a playoff game where someone is well
above the tier level in which they are playing in for playoffs. A - Will send a reminder to not do so

6.11. Communications
New place to find meeting invites will be on the website on a page when logged in.
We will be doing our fancy banners again!

7. Unfinished business and new business
e Tier 6 - managers have asked about fair play rule in tier 6, opening the
floor to send bullet points via email on what they think that could look like
e Where can one find the 2024 playoff brackets on website? - will have
playoff tab on website in the next day or so, will have its own page
o Brackets are not posted yet but will be shortly. Tier 3, 4 and 5 will
finish on March 14 as some of those teams are going to the
tournament in Montana.

8.  Next meeting and adjournment
e NEXT MEETING is the AGM, week of April 8-12, at 7pm IN PERSON
Exact date and location to be confirmed
Motion to end meeting: Karla Mclnnis Phantoms
Second: Jana-Marie Rye - Cougars
Adjourned at 7:45 pm



